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= In Reference to DEBTto TheORPHANS, and Others- 
$4 Y the Cuſtom of LO N D ON, confirmed by divers Acts of Parliament , the Lord Mayor and Court of 


Ln ww ey) 'F ” 08 
[FINS C, FE Aldermen are Guardians of the ORPHANS of all Freemen of the ſaid City, and have the Care and 
HRS WER Government of Them, their Eſtates,and Marriages; and have a Cuſtomary Juriſdiftion .by the Name 


= 


Ever ſince the ſaid Year, the Chamber. pail 7utereFt for the ſaid Debr,and the then Government of the City very Improvidently 
allowed the Exccutors of the Citizens, to bring into the Chamber Orphans Portions upon Intereſt, which ouglt to have been only 
_depnaſired hy ſach Execurors as could not, or wonld not give the Chamber Security for them : And by that means a great Caſh 
_ was kept in the Chamber, of which no profit was made ; arid out of the ſame, 7utere/? was conſtantly paid fa the ſaid -Devt; as 
_ alſo for the ſaid Portions : So that by a true Account, Mony being taken in ar Intereſt to pay Intereſt , the ſid Debr of Sev2nty 
Thouſand Ponuds, in FIFTT' 4ND FOUR TEARS, hath increaſed to aboye Five times that Sum : And th Intereſt paid alſo to 
Orphans, contrary to the Cuſtom of the City, hath made up the reſt of rhe preſent Debr. 
The Cities Ancient great Revenues, given by BenefaCtors for the ſuppurt of its Government,might in ſome maſure have prevented 
the vaſt Encreaſe of its Debt ; If the Troubles of tie Kingdom had not happen'd,and the Rebellion of re/arl firſt broke our, and 
afterwards a Civil War here enſued, whereby the City was conſtrained (by the Powers unto which they wereSubje&) to lay our 
© * feveral Sumsof Mony upon divers Occaſions, as the prevailing Powers Commanded. Alkwhich, rogether wrh their great Loſſes 
and Diminution of their Revenue by rhe 7ri/h Rebezon, Augmented their Debe, and whilſt the Ciry laboured uider the intollerable 
Burthen of Intereſt for Orphans Portions, Unduly and Improvidently (as is before mentioned) brought upon thim, the dreadful Fire 
of London happen'd , and conſumed molt part of the Cities Revenue, which conſiſted in Houſes. 

Nevertheleſs rhe Credit of the Chamber continued, and Payments both of Principal and Intereſt were anſvered until the 20 
Warranto brought againſt the City, to deſtroy their Being : Which nor only put them to great Chargg,bur ſoruined their Credit, 
that all Payments into the Chamber ceaſed, and the Body Corporate and all its legal Powers (until this preſent happy Revolution) 
was taken to be utterly deſtroyed : Whereby the Duties of Waterbailage and Tronage, or Kings Beam, and many other ancient 
Duties and Profirs belonging to the Corporation, were in a great meaſure loſt , and the Intereſt of a vaſt Delt in the mean time 
continually growing, the City became diſabled to anſwer the ſame. ; 

Notwithſtanding for the Reaſons atorcfaid, the City hath nor received any Orphans Mony into the Chamber ince Chri/tmas1683; 
yet {ince thar time, there has bcen ſuch Care to get in Debts owing to the City, and to improve their Revenue, Thar they have paid 
toall Poor Orphans (whoſe Portionsin the Chamber of London exceeded not Fifty and Five Pounds)Their WholcDebr, amounting to 


| Ten Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy Three Pounds, Two $ hillings ana Eight Pence ; 


And. have further Paid to the Orphans, and Others, for Intereſt, 


One Hundred Thouſand, Five Hundred and Fifty Pounds. 


But the Preſent Court of Aldermen (finding it impoſlible for the Government of this City to be ſupportedunder the burthen * 
of ſo great a Debr) have thought it rheir Duty, from time to time,to apply themſelves to the Wiſdom of the Parliament, for 
Proper Remedies to ſuch a Grievance : ln regard ir is the Caſe of the Capital City of the Kingdom, in whoſe Sapport and Welfare 
the whole Nation is much concerned ; And this Court of Aldermen humbly hope, that ir will be rightly urderſtood, that the 
Debt has nor been incurred, nor augmented by their Default, Negligence, or Expence ; They ſerving the City freely art their own 
Coſt, without Eating or Drinking at the Cirics Charge, as has been untruly ſuggeſted. | 

And they have been and are unceſſant in their Cares and Endeavours, to make the utmoſt Improvement of all that belongs 
to the City, only for the Benefit of the OrpPans : And are now humble Solicitors to the Parliament, not for any Intereſt or Be- 

. nefit of their own; bur for the Relicf of the Diſtreſſed, and the Quiet and Support of the Government. 
And they ſhall humbly crave leave to ſhew unto the Parliament (if they may be admited thereunto) whereia they conceive this 
City to. be wronged and deprived of divers Ancient Rights and Cuſtoms belonging to it : Which being Reſtored and Eſtabliſhed 


by Act of Parliament, will greatly help rowards the Payment of the ſaid Debr, or of a reaſonable perperual [ntereſt for the ſame, 
as the Wiſdom of rhe Parli1ment ſhall think moſt convenient. 
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